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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –

Fort Edward Board Intends to Appoint Interim Superintendent

Fort Edward, June 14, 2021 – The Fort Edward Union Free School District Board
of Education has announced their intent to appoint Mr. Mark Besen to lead the
school district as their Interim Superintendent at the next Board of Education
meeting on June 15, 2021. Mr. Bessen will begin as interim on July 1, 2021, and
will work some transition days during the last few weeks of June.

Mr. Bessen will serve in this role until such time that a new Superintendent
commences service. The district will pay Mr. Bessen $575.00 per day. Since Mr.
Bessen is a retiree, the district is not obligated to offer health insurance, nor
required to contribute to the State retirement system on Mr. Bessen’s behalf.

Prior to retirement in 2017, Mr. Bessen served as superintendent of schools for
the Granville Central School District. Since his retirement, Mr. Bessen has
served as an interim superintendent, as well as an interim principal at the
elementary, middle, and high school levels.

As part of the search process, the Fort Edward Board of Education developed a
candidate profile to identify the experiences and skills the interim should possess
to lead the district. The Board posted and advertised the position to solicit
candidates, and subsequently conducted interviews for those who most closely
matched the profile.

Board President Tom Roche said, “we had a strong pool of nine applicants. Mr.
Bessen impressed the board during his interview with his background in
education as a superintendent, interim, and administrator. His skills and
experiences matched our candidate profile. We are confident in his abilities to
lead Fort Edward.”

Mark Bessen said, “I am looking forward to working with the Fort Edward
students, staff, faculty, community, and Board of Education. The community
pride and district’s commitment to their students is admirable, and I’m excited to
be able to serve as their interim superintendent.”

Mr. Bessen has a home in Queensbury, New York, where he resides with his wife
Christina.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NI1KNfG9iVy1UoFYrxdbLZWDp313f5N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NI1KNfG9iVy1UoFYrxdbLZWDp313f5N/view?usp=sharing
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
James P. Dexter, District Superintendent
Washington-Saratoga-Warren-Hamilton-Essex BOCES
10 LaCrosse Street, Suite 6, Hudson Falls, NY  12839 • (518) 746-3310

The Washington-Saratoga-Warren-Hamilton-Essex BOCES does not discriminate in its programs and activities, including employment and admission as
applicable, on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, economic status, marital status,
veterans' status, political affiliation, domestic victim status, use of a guide dog, hearing dog or service dog, disability, or other classifications protected under
federal or state law, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The designated district compliance officer(s) will
coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements of Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, the Boy
Scouts of America Equal Access Act, and the New York State Human Rights Law. The BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officer is: Turina Parker,
Washington-Saratoga-Warren-Hamilton-Essex BOCES, 267 Ballard Road, Suite 5, Wilton, NY 12831. phone: (518) 581-3716, email:
tuparker@wswheboces.org. Complaints may also be filed with the Office for Civil Rights, New York Office, U.S. Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th
Floor, New York, NY 10005- 2500, phone (646) 428-3800, fax (646) 428-3843, email:OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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